A Y

¥

TP

ay

! A_Ir,'_‘:-—q_:.\..-',-“ r.g‘.b_ =

THE JOURNAL, SUNDAY, MAY 3, 1896.

.Mr-'. Richard Croker and ‘His

Big Racing Stable.
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bas to say Is appended:

and sprightly oue, and I8 as follows:
London, April 25.—Wantage, or, to be
more precise, Letcombe RMegls. where Mr.
Richsrd Croker 1s at present domiciled most
comfortably and quaintly, 18 the mest ap-1o-
date, old-fashloned, modern and apelent 1it-

days. . i

It 18 Io this gualot old West of England
vilizge that the former Tammany bozs has
his beadquarters, His training establigh.
ment, “The Moat," is a big, furm-like place,
egovering about ten neres of ground, with a
shallow stream tompletely encireling tlhe
lonse. It Is an oll country seat, and has
been through a good many hands. Years
ngo it was an old, dilapldated buildiog. in-
habited by nothing except supposed ghosts,
aud on every dark nlght for mituy u year
was given a wide bertll by the gquaking
villagers, It was bought by a My, Fred Lin-
ham, and by bim put In thorough repalr.
New rooms were added to It and the diteh
around it, which had drled np, was newly
cleaned out and put in working, ns well as

tle village one ean fnd ln a aonth of Sun-!

In response to a cablegram from the Journal, asklng for an artlele on the
elabiorate and almost princely arrangem ents of Richard Croker Mor the coming
raclyg scnson In Bugland, Mr. W, E. Gale, of the Sporting Life, of Lotdon,
went to Wantage, where Mr. Croker both lives nnd trains his horses,
Edwin Gale Is Enown for his Inltinls and his bigh stending as “the Grangd Old
Man of sporilog life,” There la no man of higher standing among the racing
writers of the ola country; nor Is there a better judge of horseflesh, ridlog,
training, racing or auy of the Lranches of the ehlef sport of England.., What he'

Willlam

A staff reporter of the Journa) in Loudon wasalso sent to Wantage to gather
the lghter, pleturesque: and human sidelights that need to be thrown upon Mr.
Gale's more technienl report. The report of the junlor eorrespondent ls an able

historical, order. “The Mont' took a new
and glorious lease of life from that day.

But until Mr 'Richird Croker took pos-
sesslon llttle Interest attached to lt, except
in the minds of the two or threo tourlsts a
réar who passed by, with gulde books In
thelr bands and falry ptorles In thelr heads,
Now all is changed, and ‘“The Moat" and
what goes on there have become the talk of
Wantage. Legend 1s responsible for the
statement that “many [lustrions people
lived hére""'—Engligh royalty, we are told—
though what partloulpr kind of royalty
they were of what thelr names were, we
are left to develop In our varlous lnagina-
tlons.

Hers Mr., Croker Intends to live wuntll
August at 4oy riate. Vans of new and cost-
Iy furnlture are constantly arriving, new
garden walks are belng lald ouf, and a gen-
eral overhnullng and resovation ls taking
place. The electric lght to mateh the
modern steam tram out of doors, Is belng
Installed st a cost, | am told, of nearly
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£€1,000, or $£5.000 In plain Tnited States.
Twenty new rocoms have been added to
the house, making the total now forty.

At present Mr, Croker has with him only
his youngest son, “Bert,” as he is famlliar-
Iy térmed by the townsafolk (of whom more
anon), and eight seérvants. As soon' ag the
alterations and furilsling are completed
Mps. Croker is expected, with the other
members of the famlly, for all the big
chief's kith snd kin ave to Epend the Sum-
mer at “The Moat.”

Biz as “The Moat' 18, 1t 1s none too blg
for him. He has token a large farm high-
er up in the villnge on a three-years' lease,
and when this is ready he will lastal his
tralner—the famous Morton—Ia It, and the
best part of his horses, whlle himself and
family will live at “The Moat," along with
ench favorites as Montank and Amerlous
and other well-known Yankee flyers. In
tha new guarters he will commence train.
Ing and breeding in downright earnest,
baving to all appearances settled in® Bng-
land for good.

He has a large white and brown buoll-
dog with him, which roams ghout the vil-
lage at lelgiire, much respected of account
of his open eountenance and mouthful of
teeth. Next to hlg horses (his Is the most
talked-about four-footed beust in Wanthge,
But the villagers talk of ltile besides Mr.
Croker and his horses. The village lun s
filled with bis stable lads, and the conver-
sation Invarinbly turns on their master’s
thoroughbreds.

Bloce the advent of Mr. Croker Letcombe
Regis has become a second Newmarket on
& small geale. Before he arrived there was
already one tralning establizsliment thete,
but lttle notlee was tnken of Ita doings.
To-day the very keeuost [nterest i=s taken
fn &ll that bappens In Mr Crokasf'zs sta-
bles, and the c¢hances of the horses he
owng are discussed sverywhere. [ sven
saw the vlear looking out of one eye at a
bit of horseflesh In the street, and I won-
dared, if I should ask him. whether even
he would not have an oplnion favornble to
Amerleng and bl clnnees for the Jubllpe,

And vet, despite the stlr e creates, Mr
Croker I8 elniply Uving the life of a gulet
English country gentleman, His horsea and
kip dogs seem to take up nineé-tenths of hig
nttention. Those that are employed by him
tell me he 8 just as reserved as over he
was in Americn. To puf It In thelr way,
he ‘Yseems to have oceasionnl fits of ab-
strgetion." His broad shoniders, black
beard (and mustiicie are admired, g8 1§
everything else connected with him, and he
Is u8 much and more In evidence, at Let-
combe Regis than lhe ever was In New
York.

MR. CROKER'S HORSES.

W. E. Gale, the English Racing Writer,
Gives an Interesting Estimate
of Their Abilitias,

London, April 26, —There is nothlng more
geatifying to Engllsh sportsmen than to
welcome gentlemen from across the At-
lantle, who will foin heartily In ull the
competitive pastimes of which they dre
proud, and T peed hardly soy that racing
ocenples pre-eminently the leuh!n;: position
fn the notlonal category of sport.

When Mr. Ten Broeck, a good many
years sgo, crossed over to England with
a team of horses, I well remember the
satiafaction, not to say enthusiasm, with
which the triumphs of his colors were re-
celved everywhere, the cllmax In this diree-
tlon belog renclied when hils famons mure
Prioress’ won the Cesarewlteh, after run-
ning & dead beat with El Halelm and
Queen Bess. -

Then Mr. Plerre Lorillard estabilshed a
stlll greater fame 1o the appals of the
British turf by winplng the c¢lasslc races,
the Derby and St. Leger, with Iroguols,
who had proved himself at the start to he
a worthy #on of bis Ulustrious sire, Leam-
Ington.

These saries of brillinnt -successes oy
Amaerican horses were continued when Mr.,
Keene gent over to Eutope & contlngent of
horses, the best of whom proved to be
that marvellously good horse, Foxhall, who
established n splendid record that will
probubly never be surpassed, for lta In-
tringle merlt, when he won both the Cesape-
witch and Cambridgeshlirs, having previous.
Iy secured Internatlonal honors of the
highest order by victory lo the Grand Prix
de Parls.

It 1s my pleasing province, however, to
have to record the results of an exceeding-
Iy pleasant visit to Mr. Richurd Croker’s
establishment, ut Letcombe Regls, In cloge

|| proxlmity to the qualut old towsn of Wan.

| tage, which s gltunted {1 one of the most
charming parts of Berkshire. The uelgh
borhood positively teemsy with historicul as-
sociatlons, and Is the centre of the warket
place of Wantage stand, a statue of King
Alfred, which was prosented to the town
by Uelonel Toyd Lindsay, now Lord Wan.
tige, und one of thy ehiet promoters of the
Voluuteer forve.

1t 18 without doubt one of the most de.
Nghtfully &ltuated spots in miral England,
while what Is & s{lll more Important fact,
{s the bemutiful range of gnlloping ground
and perfect turf for the tralning of race
liorses within casy aceess.

Praectically e‘Jerj'thing that good taste
can suggest has been done to beautify Mont
Houge, sod all lts surroundiogs, and, by
the time Mrs, Croker, who his been spend.
tng the Winter in Ametlea, returns to Brs:
land fn the Summer, ghe will find he: real.
dence sitnated In a perfect pamadi=2 of ru.
ral and sylvan beauty.

accords with Lospltality, fo the interior of

Mr. Oroker recelved me with great e |
banlty aml hospitality. His is a place that

the mansion 18 just such as a resldent
country gentlemnn may well be proud of,
combining eleganee and refinement with
every, possible comfort sultable for the
elimate, :

At about a mie and #& half from Moat
Honse Mr. Croker has esiablished n stud
farm, which Is a model 6f neatness nnd
compaetigss, by which I fully expect will
be conslderably oxtended befors thls time
next year, ng there Is plenty of avallable
ground of the very best descpiption for tle
purpose; Indeed, 8 more commodlons spot
tor tlie rearing of thoroughbred stock ecould
not posslbly be ohogen. Hoere that famous
race horse Dobhips hiolds supreme coutt as
the Sultan of the Haris, and, ad mares of
exceptional fneage bhove been mated with
wim, I shall indeed b sturprised and dis-
appolnted should he fall to get some bril-
Hnnt racers.

Doblbins, In & word, Is oner of the best
stajllons I ever lonked over, and & splendid
specimen of the Hermlt tribe, for hiy slve,
Mr. Plekwick, wias n son of Mr. Henry
Chaplln's Wustrlous old horse, who has
gone over-to the happy hunting gropnd.

The race career of Dobbins, I understand,
wds o most brillisnt and sensational one,
angd but for the existence of another clipper
it Domine, he would certpinly hive estub-
lished the world's recor! as the winner of
the largest amount of stakes, dod sliperseded
the Duke of Portland's famous horse, Tono
van, who at the present time holds the
prond position.  Dobbina had a tremens
dously hurd-working racing sesson. but so
good Is his conscitution and so sound his
llmbs that be emerged from  the ordeal
without blemlsh, aod ls now as fresh as a
two-year-old.

1 woilld hinve given anything to have seen
hils sensationnl and ndever-to-be-forgotten
matell with Dominp, on which Morton
dilated so enthusinstionlly the othvy day,
when hp described to me bow the piace was
rian, which ended in g dead bent. I wish
Dabbins all the good fortune he deserves,
osnd that his owner, Mr. Creoker. will bhave
the gratifieation of seeing his progeny win
muty good races, while T am snve hils pres-
ence In this conntry will eontribute largely
In malntainlug the exvellonee of the equine
linegge of which he ls suech o distingulshed
represefitation.

tallty, but the guinfessence of reserve, so
far as donversation was conperned—UTt ut
lunchean, with some hnlf a dozen of us st
the vable, Including two: or three gentle-
men renowned Tor rtheir shrewdness and
aenmen in everstbling welating . racing, |
from the earllest stuge of breedlng thor-
oughbred stoek down to the best means of
executing a  large commission remunera-
tively,

Mr. Croker was the thorpugh man of the
world, and, as 1 nnpticed, on the qul vive to
gain Information,

And now for the horses in tralolng.. On
my first day at Lelcombe Regis, after the
horses hind hnd thelr uspal morning gallops,
the keen and culting enst wind sprang ‘up
with sueh effect that although 'bright gin.
shine prevalled 1t was véry properly not
deemed advisable to tike thelr clothes off
In the open, alr for the purpose of having
photographs taken of the most prominent
ones for the Joutaal. Two days later, how-
ever, thoe elements were more propitious,
for a mors dellghifully Dright and warm
day counld not possibly be desired, nnd what
wis really the most Interesting oliject of
my vist came off without sublecting the
horses to the least possible chanee of cateh-
ing cold.

The first of Mr. Croker's horses to be
plhotographed was Saota Anlta, n fne, up-
standlng five-year-old horse, who hns ac-
elimitized himself wouderfully and ls now
fn' grand muscular development. It s Mr.
Crpker's Intentipn, I believe, to run him for
the Chester Cup, with the blg welght of
9 stone (120 pounds), but the fact must not
be overlooked that the welghts have becn
raiged nine pounds all around, actordlug to
English racing law, when, If the highest
accepting 4 less than lne atone, the top
welght s ralsed to thit Impost and the re-
malinder in proportion.

As g three-year-old Santa Anita won the
Ameriean Derby, at Chicago, under the
name of Rey El Santn Anlta, so that my
resders will doubtlesa eall Nim to mind
without difficulty. Santa Anlta was numer-
ously entered for Spring events, but dld not
accept for all of them, and his subsequent
engagement to the Chester Cup ls the Alex-
andra Plate, at Ascot, when he will bave an
lopportunity of meetlng the aged Australian
Imgportation, Parle 11T, at welght for age,

The second horse that came under my
notlee was Amerieus, who, when kiown as
Roy del Careres, min five times o America |
lust Bpring sod Suymmer, winoing twice,
being second on two ceceasions and third
once—not 4 bad performance.

Bt the pesders of the Jourual wiil prob-
ably know all about that form. Sulfica It
for me to speak of Amerlens ns he ls over
here, snd J ean safely uay that there 1s not
in finer fousyenicold In trpiufug, and with
7 stone 10 pounds In the Kempton Park
Jubilee: Stakes I leok upen him as being
trented very lenfently. Judglog from bls
great ruking appearance, beautiful action
and splendid fortle, he will find the inlle
track at Kempton exactly sulted to bim, or
I am very mueh mistaken. For the race
uyder notice e was bpeked so freely and
contiiupusly Imredlntely the market boad
settled down lhto a legimate groove that
e Doowing first favorite at the compiin-
tively BpL-ting short price of § to 1, but as
such prominens, Baglish Horses as Viector
Wiid and Whitte - wha have fo condetle him.
25 pounds and 14 pounds, respectivels, nre

1 fornd Mp. Croker the esseice of hospi- |

clined elightly In the quotations. Hows
¢ver, this does mnot affect his winning
¢hance In the slightest degree, and the
owner will he a fortunate man who cam
find one te beat him.

Ameriens will be ridden by & very capas
ble jJockey In Clayton, who Has been riding
the horse sgveral times [n his exercise gal-
lops, aud I Have readon to kuow Ilkes his
chunce 1mmensely, Amerlous and Esu
Gaullle wers both entered for the Welbeck
Hundlenp Stakes at the Derby méeting,
but the former belng In reserve for the
Jubllee aud the latter not quite up to the
mark, nelther of them ran,

The labilitles aceopted for Amerleus
after the Jubllen Stakes, I should mens
tlon, 1z the All-Aged Stokes, st the forthe
coming Ascot meeting, and the Hardwicke:
Stakes, at the' same place next year.

Lan Tiallie was net photographed, owing
to hoving a cold, but he iz eligible to run
for the All-Aped Stokes at Ascot, by which
time, T have no doubt, He will be all gight,
As e made such an exemple of & good
fisld off our hioraes for the Crawford Plate
at Newmarket Iast Spring, It s guite clear
that he Is a very smart horse as a spriuter,
and will be able to take his own part In
nny country.

Bir Excess was nominated in the early
part of the year for several of the Spring
handicaps, but the only one in which he
can now rin I8 the Jubllee RBtakes, but, of
counrse, Ameriens will be the representfis
tive of Mr. CUroker In that most fmportant
event. Sir Excess Is an elogant five-renre
old bay horse, by Sir Modied, out of Dixle
anne, and I he fails to win o race this
sedson I shall be very much astonished, a8
g more beautiful mMover never was seen,
hut at present he has ne further Hnbilities
Incurred for him than the Jublloe Stnkes,
to which allosion has already been. made.

The thres-year-old Nasbwille & u remarks
ably sice colt by Iroguods, ont of Boulotte,
and I obzerve that le ik enterdéd for the
Home Countles Plate of GO0 sdvercgns at
the Sandown Park September mepting, to-
geltier with hls better kpown stdble come
panlon, Montank, 'wo mars charmiig, yet
entlrely disimling, three-year-lds pould not
possibly be Imagined, for, although boih
fnre chestniuts, they are very opposite Im
volor and potally different in conformation.

Nashvllle, for example, fs of the long,
low, level type, on & set of well-formed,
short legy, and lovks all ever llke making
a redl good stgyver, ag 1 folly expect he will
thrn ont to be befors thie year s over; but
e s somewbat backwird In development
Just al preseht. On the other hand, Mon-
thnk Isas haed and mukcalnr 45 his fondest
admlrers conld possibly deshie; but He 1s a
toifle too high on the leg to exaetly jplease
mp, and may find his blg, heavy frame
gomewhet troublespme when the going bes
comes hani.  However, he ia not Hkely to
experience much (rouble in this respect un-
ti1 after his Derby engagement, which will
be brought to '‘in ‘dssus at Epsom: on
Weddesday, June 2. Ope thlog is qulie
cartaln, that ne cindldate for the Blue Ribe
bon of the Hoglsh tarf will be better
tralned or more eigerly looked over in the
eaddling paddock prior to the race, He his
been backed for a tremendous amolnt of

money durlng the last six weeks at ghort-

ened prices, and, in sddition to the heavy
investments on Wim to win ontright, he has
had considerable sums lald out about the
contingency of hls finishing In the fivst
thres. In Wis race at Derby, on April 18,
Montaik acqultted himself most disappoint=
Ingly, & he looked the picture of health,
but was do diffcultles before two-thirds of
the Journey hai been accomplished. But T
fee) certiln tils conld not have bedn his
best runwing. ;

» wiitten by Mr. (Gale the
ca[hsilen:in%cmhe sile of Montauk to Mr,
W. Sthary, an Boglish racing man, dud
that nll Montauk's preséent engagements
including the Derby will ba caneellod.—Ed.
Jaamaln.f

Montauk Is by Strathmore, out of Spine
away; but this 48 oot Hngllsh parentage,
for hls slre 1s not the horse of the sama
name  who used to belong to Sir Robert
Jardine, nor is his dam the Spinaway who
was famous In the late Lord Falmouth's

‘magnificent stud, and who subssquently be-

eame more Mlustrlous ps the dam of that
brilllant mare, Husybody, the leroloe of
the One Thongand Guineas and/'the Oaks,

After the Dorby Montauk's engogements
comprise the Home Country Plate, at San-
dewn Purk, in September, to which allusion
has already been made, and the Doncastes
8t. Leger, for which, as well as in ths
great Hpsom race, be ls nominated by Mr.
H. Eugene Lelgh, who, I presume, was hls
bresder.

Tennessee 15 a very powerfully-built,
goodilooking gelding, by Iroguols, out of
Tullahoma, nnd therefore hn own brother
to that famous horse, Tammany. Ten-
resses has never rom In publle, and the
only Habllity inenrred for him thus far ie
the samoe race nt Sandown FPark, in Sep-
tember, for which both Montauk and Nashe
ville are alse nomingted,

he stelig of two-year-olds Mr. Crokere
hay comlyg on are not very extenslve—
forrteen In number, \n fuct—ior, 8o far ag
one conld judge from seclul them with
thelr eloths on, quite forward encugh to
fnifill Important eng‘a‘gemen_tn io the nent
future, but in the Awtumn I have not the
slirhtest donbt that two or three will be
able to win gopie FhCes, O

1nn eoncluston I beg fo thank Mr. Croker
afd e trainer, Charles Morton, for thaie
kindness nnd courtesy, swhich ling afforded
e the plensing opportunity of recording all
the Incldents of my vikit aud the pros.
pects of the stable, 'Our artist, Mr. Frank
Paker, Jr., also wishes to tender his
thanks to thode gestlemen for the _-.;'m_n:

mow freely SURDO-ted, _.merhul bas de-
J . i




